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T here are already a large number of treatises on 
natural magic and legerdemain, but in most of them 
very little attention has been given to the exposé of 
stage illusions, which are of great interest as they are 
so largely based on ingenious applications of scientific 
principles. Optics, mechanics, sound, and electricity 
have all been pressed into service by the fin de siècle 
prestidigitateur...

– from Magic: Stage Illusions and Scientific 
Diversions, an 1897 collection of articles 
and illustrations originally published in 
Scientific American
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Almost too good to be true, but true it is. You’ll never look at 
magic, or the mysteries of science — the same way again.

Fancy clothes.

Lovely assistants.

Hypnotic gestures.

While these things may make 
the magician, it’s science that  
makes the magic.

Levitation tells the amazing story of 
the most dazzling illusion ever 
performed on stage, and features a 
cast of characters that will enlighten 
and astound you…

The Scientist: John Neville Maskelyne, 
the ever-so-proper British magician, 
created “The Levi.”
The American: Harry Kellar couldn’t 
buy Maskelyne’s illusion, so he found a 
more devious way to acquire it.
The Inventor: Our narrator, Guy Jarrett, 
a rough-and-tumble old school engineer, 
perfected the magicians’ tricks. 
The Heir: A handsome and charismatic 
performer, Howard Thurston inherited 
the act from Kellar…and then ruined it!

Or did he? Join us both on stage and behind 
it and learn not only how to defy gravity, but 
why people believed you could.

Also in this series on the science of 
the unscientific: Wire Mothers, a 
story about Harry Harlow and his 
experiments on love by Jim Ottaviani 
and Dylan Meconis.

ovely assistants.L
Hypnotic gestures.

Fancy c lothes. 

Lovely assistants.
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